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Module 5 Essay Prep Assignment 3 – Outline
I. Introduction
A. In the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks, Congress approved the USA PATRIOT Act (Abdolian & Takooshian, 2002).
B. Thesis Statement: While many Americans believe that the laws passed after September 11, 2001, have made the country safer, these regulations have also hurt American society by giving the government more power and taking away some individual freedoms.
II. Expanded Government Power Justified as a Safety Measure
A. The PATRIOT Act expanded surveillance, wiretap, and intelligence-sharing powers among numerous agencies, including the FBI, CIA, and INS (Abdolian & Takooshian, 2002).
B. Proponents argue that proactive policing allows police to detect threats before actual attacks (Bloss, 2007).
C. According to Bloss (2007), law enforcement has used mobile and internet technology to track mobile phone and web use.
III. Erosion of Privacy and Civil Liberties
A. The FBI’s ability to acquire personal information from individuals and businesses via a NLP is remarkable. The lack of judicial oversight surrounding the taking of records raises major First and Fourth Amendment concerns (Gorham-Oscilowski & Jaeger, 2008).
B.  The lower standards for probable cause and sneak-and-peek warrants reduce protections of citizens.
C. The use of gag orders on banks, libraries, and internet providers prevents individuals from learning that they are under investigation (Wong, 2002).
IV. Divided Public and Media Response
A. Initially, the media coverage was largely uncritical and pro-American, which delayed scrutiny of the provisions of the Act.
B. Public opinion is almost evenly split in favour of a greater concern for security than liberty. (Abdolian & Takooshian, 2002).
V. Conclusion
A. Legislation after 9/11 accomplished security gains, but it permanently enhanced government surveillance over private life.
B. Restated Thesis: The legacy of how safety and freedom were altered still debated in society.
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